How to create a Twitter Background by Nancie Dodge.
Handout created by Serena Carpenter

Examples:
http://twitter.com/mpranikoff
http://twitter.com/knightfdn
http://twitter.com/adamostrow
http://twitter.com/JLab

http:/ /twitter.com/fvongraf
http://twitter.com/Cronkite_ASU
http://twitter.com/drcarp

Free Social Media and Other icons:
http://speckyboy.com/2009/07/20/50-social-service-and-bookmarking-icon-sets-
for-bloggers/
http://www.mostinspired.com/blog/2009/09/14/35-social-media-love-icons/
http://www.iconfinder.net/free_icons/?ultimate
http://www.bloggodown.com/2009/07 /75-beautiful-free-social-bookmarking.html
Or Google for them

Steps: This handout is for users who know basic Photoshop.
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1. Open Photoshop

2. File > New > Name Document > Preset (Web) > Select 1280 X 1024 or 1024 X 768
(Size is experimental because people have control over the size of their browser by
stretching the handles in the corner).

3. Pick a color using the Paint Bucket tool. It is best to stick to a solid color because
you will have to match the background color chosen in Twitter because people may
stretch their browser beyond the size of your image.

4. The left-hand side is the real estate typically used for sharing information about
yourself or your company. The main Twitter center area is approximately 763
pixels. Design content for outside that area. Try 160 pixels for your width of your
informational sidebar on the left-hand side. That is what worked for me.

5. New Layer(s) > Create your informational sidebar (e.g., name, social media icons,
URLs, picture)

6. You will find you will likely have to upload several .jpg versions of your design to
Twitter because the width does not always work. I uploaded 5 different .jpgs my
first time.

6. File > Save for the Web and Devices

7. Go to Twitter > Settings > Design > Change Background Image

8. Change Design Colors > Find your Web color in Photoshop (e.g., 500303)

9. Test the final design on several computers.



